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to Mr. Doughtie (as he then, in the presence of us all,
sacredly protested) was great, yet the care which he had of
the state of the voyage, of the expectation of Her Majesty,
and of the honour of his country, did more touch him, as indeed
it ought, than the private respect of one man; so that the 5
cause being thoroughly heard, and all things done in good
order as near as might he to the course of our law in England,
it was concluded that Mr. DoughMe should receive punishment
according to the quality of the offence. And he, seeing no
remedy but patience for himself, desired before his death to 10
receive the communion, which he did at the hands of Mr.
Fletcher, our minister, and our General himself accompanied
him in that holy action, which, being done, and the place of
execution made ready, he, havir^ embraced our General, and
taken leave of all the company, with prayers for the Queen's 15
Majesty and our realm, in quiet sort laid his head to the block,
where he ended his life. This being done, our General made
Eivers speeches to the whole company, persuading us to unity,
obedience, love, and regard of our voyage, and for the better
confirmation thereof, willed every man the next Sunday 20
following to prepare himself to receive the communion, as
Christian brethren and friends ought to do, which was done
in very reverent sort, and so with good contentment every
man went about his business."
The simple majesty of this anecdote can gam nothing from 25
any comment which we might offer upon it. The crew of a
common English ship organising, of their own free motion, on
that wild shore, a judgment hall more grand and awful than
any most elaborate law court, is not to be reconciled with the
pirate theory. Drake, it is true, appropriated and brought 30
home a million and a half of Spanish treasure, while England
and Spain were at peace. He took that treasure because for
many years the officers of the Inquisition had made free at
their pleasure with the lives and goods of English merchants
and seamen. The King of Spain, when appealed to, had 35